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Exorcism 
 

by Doug Bradley 
 
 
I called all the guys I’d been in ’Nam with, 
Even the dead ones 
Saying hello and waving goodbye 
Begging them to let me go 
 
I wrote nasty letters to all the presidents, 
Even the living ones 
Spouting obscenities and flipping the bird 
Beseeching them to stop the war 
 
I prayed to the God I believed in back then 
All three parts of him  
Crossing myself and chanting in Latin 
Imploring him for peace on earth  
 
Finally,  
I stopped writing  
Stopped pretending 
Emptied my filing cabinets 
Unloaded my desk drawers 
Constructing towers of journals and notebooks 
Erecting monuments of poems and stories 
Even a spot for the abandoned novel  
and the aborted two-act play  
 
I set it all on fire 
And tried to dance away my demons… 
 
But the songs on Armed Forces Radio  
Still play in my head 
The old faces glow in the dark 
The nightmares never cease  
 
And I have to put out the fire all by myself  
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