Warrior’s Wife

by Suzanne Austin-Hill

She waits patiently while he trains
excitedly to see him graduate
tearfully while he’s deployed once more
(and hopes with desperation to see him return-alive. whole. in his right mind.

She waits proudly while he’s in school
admiringly to see him graduate
hesitantly for the next ... and the next ... and the next move

graciously until he retires
(and as he maneuvers the transition from military to civilian life, she is faithful)

The Military Wife waits  bravely in lobbies, examination rooms, and at bedsides
fearfully as he enters the testing facility alone and
sadly as she is told to social-distance from their car.
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